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were ready to enforce by arms, and a general combination
of their power would have been irresistible.

The policy which the new Governor-General had been
instructed to uphold was the maintenance of the balance
of power between the Native States as it stood in 1792
at the close of the first Mysore War. But this balance
no longer existed, and had been materially altered by the
Khurdla catastrophe. On the whole, it seemed likely
that the Nizam, if left to himself, would have to apply
to Tippoo for support, in which case that chief's power
would become overwhelming. The Nizam's power had
been greatly weakened ; that of the Mahrattas had been
increased pro tanto; Tippoo had recovered from the
effects of the war of 1792, which he was burning to avenge;
and a fresh element of danger had arisen from the French
influence in Hyderabad, backed up by the mysterious,
and therefore dreaded, ambition of the brilliant young
French general, who had astonished Europe by his sudden
descent upon Egypt.

The policy that Lord Mornington laid down to himself
was first of all to dissolve the French contingent at
Hyderabad and by substituting an English subsidiary
force to prevent the Nizam from joining hands with
Tippoo.*

Then the latter was to be called to account for his
breach of friendly relations by his overtures to the

* There is nothing to show that Tippoo was ever afforded an opportunity of
explaining his conduct, and there is a long minute of Lord Mornington in the
Secret Department, dated i2th August, 1799 (reproduced by Wilks's " History of
Mysore/' Vol. II, Chap. LV), giving conclusive reasons why, since the overtures
with the professed intention of exterminating the British, were an actual fact
and constituted in themselves an act of hostility, there was no necessity to ask
for an explanation of that which could not be explained ; and that we were
justified in making preparations for war without disclosing our knowledge.
The whole minute is a most masterly production though we are not prepared to
say that it is not open to objection.